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in reading them as guilty as he who composed them ?' It is an incontested maxim, that they who approve an action would certainly do it if they could j that is, if some reason of self-love did not hinder them. Ihere is no difference, says Cicero, between advising a crime and approving it when committed. The .Roman law confirmed this maxim, having subjected the approvers and authors of this evil to the same penalty. We may therefore conclude, that those who are pleased with reading defamatory libels, so far as to approve the authors and dispersers of them, are as guilty as if they had composed them', for if they do not write such libels themselves, it is because they have not the talent of writing, or because they will run no hazard *.
The author produces other authorities to confirm his judgment in this particular,                           C.
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Est natura Twminum novitatis avida.
PLIN. apud lillium
THERE is no humour in my countrymen which I am more inclined to wonder at, than their general thirst after news. There are about half-a-dozen ingenious men, who live very plentifully upon this curiosity of their fellow-subjects. They all of them receive the same advices from abroad, and very of ben in the same words; but their way of cooking it is so different, that there is no citizen, who has an eye to the public good, that can leave the coffee-house with peace of mind, before he has given every one of them a reading. These several dishes of news are so very agreeable to the palate of my countrymen, that they are not only pleased with them when they are served up hot, but when they are again set cold before them, by those penetrating politicians who oblige the public with their reflections and observations upon every piece of intelligence that is sent us from abroad. The
i Dissertation upon Defamatory libels, sec. 17.